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SUBJECT: PM AND SUBASINGHE EXCHANGE LETTER ON RESIGNATION 
REF: COLOMBO 750 

SUMMARY: T.B. SUBASINGHE, FORMER MINISTER OF 
INDUSTRIES AND SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS, WHO RESIGNED FROM 
THE CABINET MAR. 1 (REFTEL) HAS ALSO RESIGNED FROM THE 
SRI LANKA FREEDOM PARTY (SLFP). HE HAS SO FAR REFUSED 
TO COMMENT ON FUTURE POLITICAL PLANS, IF ANY. IN AN 
EXCHANGE OF LETTERS RELEASED TO THE PRESS, SUBASINGHE 
AND THE PM HAVE POLITELY SET OUT THEIR DIFFERENCES, 

HE ARGUING THAT THE SLFP HAS MOVED RIGHTWARD AND SHE 
RESPONDING THAT THE PARTY HAS CARRIED OUT THEIR 
MANIFESTO AND THAT SUBASINGHE'S ALLEGIANCE HAD NEVER 
REALLY BEEN TO THE SLFP. END SUMMARY. 

1 . T.B. SUBASINGHE, WHO RESIGNED AS MINISTER OF 
INDUSTRIES AND SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS MAR. 1, HAS NOW ALSO 
LEFT THE SLFP. HE HAS NOT, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, JOINED 
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ANY OTHER POLITICAL PARTY NOR HAS HE MADE ANY COMMENT 

ON HIS FUTURE POLITICAL PLANS, IF ANY. HE IS CERTAINLY 

BEING SOUGHT TO PLAY A LEADERSHIP ROLE IN SOME ELEMENT WITHIN THE 

LANKA SAMA SAMAJA PARTY'S (LSSP) WOULD-BE SOCIALIST UNITED 

FRONT ALTHOUGH NEWSPAPER REPORTS HAVE SPECULATED THAT HE WAS NOT 

PREPARED TO TAKE AN ACTIVE OPPOSITION ROLE. 
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2. HIS PUBLIC LETTER OF RESIGNATION TO THE PM DOES NOT 
GIVE A HINT OF HIS FUTURE PLANS ALTHOUGH ITS REASONED 
TONE CONTRASTS WITH THE USUAL INVECTIVE EMPLOYED BY THE 
LSSP IN ITS ATTACKS ON THE PM AND HER PARTY. 

SUBASINGHE'S LETTER, WHILE COUCHED IN GENERALITIES, AND 
NAMING NO NAMES, IS AIMED AMONG OTHERS AT FINANCE 
MINISTER FELIX DIAS BANDARANIKE, A COMMON TARGET OF 
THE LEFTISTS. SUBASINGHE CRITICIZES THE "ILL THOUGHT 

OUT FINANCIAL POLICIES NOW BEING PURSUED" AND THE 
"INVISIBLE GOVERNMENT" FUNCTIONING UNDER THE CONTROL OF 
PEOPLE WHO WERE "NOWHERE NEAR THE UNITED FRONT." HE 
ATTRIBUTES HIS RESIGNATION ALSO TO THE BREAKUP OF THE 
UNITED FRONT, CALLING THE PM'S DECISION TO OUST THE 
LSSP IN 1975 A "SHATTERING BLOW" TO THE UNITY HE HAD 
FOUGHT FOR IN ESTABLISHING THE UF. 

3. RESPONDING IN A LETTER WHICH WAS SUSPICIOUSLY REMINISCENT OF 
FELIX BANDARANIKE S DEBATING STYLE,THE PM ALSO REFRAINED FROM 
HARSH PERSONAL INVECTIVE. IN FACT, SHE STRESSED THAT SHE BORE 
HIM NO PERSONAL ILL-WILL AND THANKED HIM FOR HIS SERVICE 

IN THE GOVERNMENT. THE MAIN TEXT OF HER LETTER DEALT WITH HIS 
PARTICIPATION IN AND SUPPORT FOR THE GOALS OF HER GOVERNMENT. 
SHE POINTED OUT THAT SUBASINGHE HAD BEEN A MEMBER OF 
THE SLFP AND HAD ATTAINED THE OFFICE OF VP OF THE PARTY 
BY ACCEPTING ITS PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES. THE GOAL OF 
THE SLFP HAD ALWAYS BEEN A MIXED ECONOMY AND SUBASINGHE 
HAD CONTRIBUTED TO THAT WHEN CORPORATIONS UNDER HIS 
MINISTRY HAD SIGNED CONTRACTS WITH LARGE FOREIGN CONCERNS 
(SHE CITED NORITAKE AND NICHIMAN OF JAPAN AND "A US 
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MULTI-NATIONAL CORPORATION FOR OFF-SHORE OIL EXPLORATION"). 

4. THE PM WENT ON TO IMPLICATE HIM IN THE GOVERNMENT’S 
PLANNING AND FINANCIAL POLICIES , WHICH HE HAD CRITICIZED 
IN HIS LETTER. SHE SUGGESTED THAT HE HAD REALLY LEFT 
THE PARTY BECAUSE HE DIDN'T THINK THE PARTY COULD 
SURVIVE WITHOUT LSSP AND COMMUNIST SUPPORT; SHE WARNED 
THAT OTHERS WHO HAD THOUGHT SIMILARLY HAD BEEN PROVED 
WRONG "AT A HEAVY COST TO THEMSELVES." SHE ALSO 
SPECULATED THAT PERHAPS HE HAD ONLY PROFESSED TO JOIN 
THE FLFP AND THAT HIS "NATURAL POLITICAL INCLINATIONS 
AND SYMPATHIES LAY ELSEWHERE" (SUBASINGHE WAS A MEMBER 
OF THE LSSP UP TO 1955). 

PERKINS 
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